
Muirkirk News
Issue 7 - August 2017

Printed on behalf of Muirkirk Community Council

Sports Quiz

Questions:

1.  Name the Scottish racing driver who was world champion in 1971?
2. Who was the scottish racing driver and former world champion who was born in 

1936?
3.  Which swimmer won an Olympic gold medal for the 200 metres breaststroke in 1976?
4. Which Scottish runner became the oldest winner of  the 100 metres sprint in the olym-

pic games in 1980?
5.  Who became the youngest ever winner of  the embassy World Snooker championship 

in 1990?
6. Which Scottish golfer won the British Open 1985?
7. Where did Alex Ferguson begin his career as a Football manager?
8.  Which two clubs did Jock Stein manage before taking charge of  Celtic in 1965 ?
9.  Who was Rangers first £1 million signing?
10.  Who were the brothers who represented Scotland in the 1970s and played together 

for a leading English club?

How did you do? Find the answers on page 21

Now available online at http://muirkirk.org.uk/newsletter



 

 

 
 
 
 

ALL GAS, PLUMBING & HEATING 
WORK UNDERTAKEN 

 

Gas, Biomass, Oil & General Plumbing 
 

Emergency Cover & Finance Available 
Advice is always free 

 

Tel: 07811 025559 
 

1 Smallburn Road, Muirkirk, KA18 3RF 
davidmcmillan2000@yahoo.co.uk 

 

You fixed my boiler when two other firms failed to identify the 
real problem. Excellent service & price. Happy to recommend you.  

SM, Muirkirk 
I thought I’d need a new boiler but you sorted it out in no time. My 

house is lovely & warm for the winter. Can’t thank you enough. 
RW, Muirkirk 

 

What are you waiting for? Don’t get caught out in the cold! 
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Chairman’s Update
At the recent Community Council Meeting an interim election was held and 6 Community 
Councillors were appointed bringing the total to 13 which is the maximum number we are 
allowed.

The New School Complex is complete and will be in use by the time you get this month’s 
Newsletter. It is looking fantastic and having viewed the Community Rooms it will be a tre-
mendous facility for the village for years to come.

We would confirm that the next Community Council Meeting is being held in the New School 
Complex on the 04/09/17 at 7pm and we would like to give a sincere thanks to the Commit-
tee of  St Thomas’s Hall and in particular to Wilma Brady for accommodating us during the 
construction works.

The latest update regarding the Asset Transfer of  the Day Centre is the Tender returns for 
the alteration works were due back on the 19th August 2017 following which a Contract will 
be placed with the winning bidder. The works are likely to start in September and will take 
8-12 weeks and it is envisaged that the Community Hub will open no later than January 2018.

In the meantime, the Games Hall is remaining open on a restricted hours basis and on the 1st 
September the existing Library will be run by volunteers talking of  which we could always do 
with some more help. If  you have some spare time and want to assist you will be made most 
welcome.

At the latest Community Council Meeting it was reported that dog fouling is again on the 
increase and we would take this opportunity to remind all dog owners of  their responsibility 
to clean up after their animals as there are strict laws covering this and we would encourage 
the public to be vigilant and report offenders to the appropriate authorities.

It is our intention to hold a Public Meeting to allow the residents hear first-hand about the 
monies that are becoming available from the Gala whistle Wind farm and as to what Projects 
it can be used on. The Meeting will be chaired by the Community Council and a presenta-
tion will be given by East Ayrshire Council who are responsible for the administration of  the 
Renewable Fund.

This is the first edition that we have produced that is only being delivered to the residents who 
completed the forms requesting a hard copy. There will be a number of  copies placed in the 
shops together with forms so if  you forgot or changed your mind and want a hard copy it is 
not a problem to add you to our list. The online version will be made available when we have 
completed the proof  reading which will be approx. 1 week in advance of  the hard copies.

The Gaiety Rural Touring Group are coming to Muirkirk on the 3rd November 2017 and 
putting on a Murder Mystery Show in St Thomas’s Hall. The tickets will be sold when they 
become available by the Gaiety and by the Nearly New Shop in Muirkirk.

Finally, we are very happy with your continuing support both with the News and the Com-
munity Council and would welcome your feedback.

Written on behalf  of  Muirkirk community Council by David McLatchie
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East Ayrshire Car Club

The large turnout of  motoring enthusiasts who braved heavy rain showers at the 
Kames Classic Car Show at Muirkirk on Sunday 6th August were rewarded with a 
fine selection of  beautiful vehicles ranging from the pre-war period to the very latest 
in upmarket models like the Alfa Romeo 4C of  Haley Muir from Catrine.

A pessimistic weather forecast led to a number of  last-minute withdrawals, but the 
general opinion was of  standards being on a par with previous years as was the spec-
tator attendance with an overflow car park having to be brought into play.  This is 
the third successive year East Ayrshire Car Club have encountered inclement weath-
er for their annual exhibition.

Family cars from a bygone age brought back fond memories, but there was lots of  
glamour in the form of  several “E” type Jaguars, Lotus Elans, Bentleys, Morgans 
and a rare Marcos GT.

Away from the exotic machinery, 
Muirkirk Community Council 
laid on several marquees display-
ing a wide range of  crafts and 
local produce. The tents were do-
nated and erected by local busi-
nessman Sean Maguire.

The overall winner was a 1967 
Ford Lotus Cortina entered by Mr 
A. Queen from Dumfries who, 
like all eighteen class winners 
was presented with a trophy by 
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Mr Alan Brown, Member of  
Parliament for Kilmarnock 
and Loudoun.

Photos:  Margaret Healey 
from Dalry won Class 2 with 
her beautiful 1956 MGA 
sports car

Outright winner A. Queen 
from Dumfries receives his 
trophy from Kilmarnock & 
Loudoun Member of  Parlia-
ment Alan Brown.

If  Henry Ford really did mean “you can have any colour as long as it Black” then he 
would not have recognised the many cars which bore his name at Kames Motors-
port Complex on Sunday 25th June. The scores of  Ford vehicles came in all colours 
of  the rainbow, many travelling considerable distances, one group coming all the 
way from London.

The occasion was a show by the West of  Scotland Ford RS Owners Club many of  
whose members are from the Lanark area. It was fitting then there was a line-up 
of  rally cars owned by the McRae family this being ten years since Colin’s tragedy.

There was a large turnout of  enthusiasts for this bonanza of  all things Ford with the 
public car park being filled almost to capacity.
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Information Required

I am searching and wondering whether this family that lived in Muirkirk are related to 
me, as my grandfather Mitchell had a brother and we have no idea where his part of  
the family was and he’s never been known or talked about and kind of  got lost! As I was 
walking along the path along from the new school one day recently I stopped as there 
was a post in the ground and on it was Mary Kirkwood Mitchell 1901 and David (Chum) 
Mitchell 1891 - 1966. Kind of  made me think, so does anybody know anything about 
them? Thank you. Maureen Drennan, 6a Hawkshaw Terrace, Muirkirk.

Beck

Golden Wedding – 12th August 1967

Nan and John would like to thank family and friends for their cards and gifts received on 
our Golden Wedding Anniversary.

Many thanks once again.

McGlynn

Sylvia McGlynn would like to thank everyone for their kindness and sympathy following 
the loss of  her mum, Rita, on 25th July 2017 in Crosshouse Hospital. She is especially 
grateful to all at Muirkirk Parish Church and St Thomas’s Hall for arranging the service 
and funeral tea, and to all who attended the services in Muirkirk and/or at Ayr Cre-
matorium. Since moving into ‘Tam Frew’s auld hoose’ by the Fire Station in July 2014, 
Sylvia and Rita made many good friends, and your support at this time is helping Sylvia 
enormously. Thank you.

Jamieson

Fond memories of  Margaret, passed away on 31.08.2008. Loving Wife, Mother, Gran 
and Great Gran to all the Family. Inserted by Rab on behalf  of  the Family.

Muirkirk Learners Group

Free Public Use of  Computers, Information Centre, 37 Main Street, 
Muirkirk. Full Computer Facilities and help for the Unemployed to 
Sign On. We also have an Arts & Crafts and Photography Group. 

For further information phone Madge on 07396 040964 or 01290 661504



 

 
 
 
 
 
 

The Co-op Funeralcare 
44 Glaisnock Street 
Cumnock, Ayrshire 

KA18 1BY 

01290 423628 
www.coop.co.uk/funeralcare 
Our caring staff are here to 

listen and advise you  
24hrs a day – 7 days a week 

Samuel Kerr
Independent Family 

Funeral Directors
93 Glaisnock Street, Cumnock

Tel:  01290 429077
24hr Caring & Personal Family 

Service

Central Garage
MOTOR SERVICES

UNIT 1 GREENHOLM ROAD
CUMNOCK KA18 1LH

MOTs • REPAIRS • SERVICING
T: 01290 422424

M: 07715 554 802

Just Jeans

Muirkirk Primary school wear 
now available at Just Jeans, 

Unit 23, High House Industrial 
Estate,  Auchinleck KA18 2LG. 

Telephone - 01290 421880
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Festival Report:
Saturday 10th June saw the final event of  the 2017 Lapraik Poetry Festival. The Young Peo-
ple’s Speaking Competition saw the culmination of  an extended range of  events in recogni-
tion of  the celebration of  a decade of  Festivals since its inception in 2008.

The Young People of  Muirkirk Primary School showed a great deal of  talent in their delivery 
of  a variety of  poems learned ‘off by heart’ and presented with confidence and the right level 
of  dramatic interpretation. As has become tradition, the Muirkirk readers were joined by rep-
resentatives from other local schools who competed in an ‘open’ section. This year the schools 
represented were Mauchline, Catrine, Greenmill and Barshare.

Earlier in the week the primary school students had enjoyed Scots Language workshops or-
ganised by ‘Ayrshire’s Bard’, Rab Wilson. The workshops covered many topics from Scots 
words and phrases to story-telling in Scots.

At the other end of  the Festival period, a full-house enjoyed international-standard entertain-
ment at Crambo-Jingle and Sang in the Coach House Inn. A special surprise for the audience 
was the presence of  the historic ’Gregg Violin’ (owned by Robert Burns’ teacher) which was 
played by local musician Alistair McCulloch ably supported by Sean Gray from Coylton. In 
addition to these talented musicians, Clair Hastings (former Young Traditional Musician of  
the Year) from Dumfries enthralled the audience with her beautiful voice and ukulele playing. 
Scots Language poetry added to the wide repertoire enjoyed by all who attended and this was 
provided by Andrew McNeil, Chris Rollie and Rab Wilson.

The World John Lapraik Speaking Competition on the first Saturday of  the Festival, hosted 
by angus Middleton, was also very-well attended and saw George Park of  New Cumnock gain 
the 2017 title after strong competition from runners-up John Hutcheson and Willie Dick and 
the other competitors, Eric Dempster and Hugh McHarg. Andy Brown entertained the audi-
ence with an excellent rendition of  Tam o’Shanter while the judges deliberated their decision. 
While George Park went forward to the Lapraik Masters competition in the afternoon, John 
Hutcheson very ably delivered the John Lapraik Memorial Reading at the Parish Kirkyard 
while Gordon Wilson played an appropriate lament on the pipes.

The Lapraik Master’s competition in the afternoon was a new event to celebrate the 10th 
Anniversary of  the Lapraik festival. After stiff competition from all the previous winners from 
10 years of  the John Lapraik Speaking Competition, Susan Chown of  Alloa was victorious 
and was presented with the Ayrshire Association of  Burns Clubs Trophy by Burns Federation 
World President, Bobby Kane. Runners-up were Wull Horne from Girvan (and Cockenzie) 
and Neil Macgillivray of  Glasgow. Entertainment during the judges’ deliberations was pro-
vided by Hugh McHarg with his own unique delivery of  Robert Burns’ ‘Death And Dying 
Words Of  Poor Mailie’ and Jimmy Law’s excellent rendition of  Robin Cairns’ ‘Lochgelly’!

The final event of  the first weekend was a partner event, (with the Robert Burns Birthplace 
Museum in Alloway) ‘Brither Bards’, where Rab Wilson and Professor Alan Riach described 
the relationship between Robert Burns and John Lapraik, and their contemporaries, to a very 
appreciative audience.
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Muirkirk Juniors FC

12.08.17

Kirk went down 7-0 in our penultimate Ardagh Cup game v Cumnock on Saturday. The 
opening match in the final Ayrshire District league season takes place on Saturday 19th Au-
gust when we play hosts to Whitletts Vics at Burnside Park ko 2 pm.

Sponsorship: The club are still on the lookout for player, match and match ball sponsors, fur-
ther details can be obtained from secretary Billy Tait or any committee member.

The Hillhouse group have sponsored our Home kit for the forthcoming season, the kit will be 
unveiled at our first home game & the Away kit for the season has been sponsored by Sach 
from Family Happy Shopper and we look forward to a great partnership with his business, 
thanks Sach.

The club offer hospitality packages for our home games for only £25 per person and with 
our fixtures up to the middle of  October now published you can now look on our website to 
book your day. There is no lower limit on this deal, so go ahead and enjoy a fantastic day out.

Season tickets (Ardagh Cup & league games only) are now available priced £40 and £20 
concessions.

Lottery: 12.8.17 jackpot not won and now stands at £1000. nobody matched 3 numbers so 3 
numbers share £60 this week.  Join Ayrshire Juniors best lotto for only 50p per line.

05.08.17

Kirk were defeated 3-1 by Glenafton on their second Ardagh Cup fixture at Burnside Park on 
Saturday. The premier side only secured the points with a late goal and the lads although dis-
appointed can be proud of  their performance. The Kirk goal was scored by Graeme Condon 
from a well worked set piece which Glenafton struggled to deal with throughout the game. 

29.07.17

Kirk took on Newmains United in our final warm up match for the new season. Manager 
George Grierson made a selection that would give all his players match time before the season 
opens on 2nd August with an away fixture at Lugar Boswell. Newmains ran out winners by 
5 - 3 with the Muirkirk scorers Ross Ballantyne, Stewart Anderson & Paul Millar (Pen). 

Charity Game

The club played host to an old firm supporters match at Burnside Park on Friday 14th July 
with the Celtic supporters overcoming Rangers supporters 3-0. The big winners however 
were the two nominated charities Leukaemia Research and the local gala day who shared 
£750, a great effort. A big thank you to all who contributed to a fantastic night, with a special 
mention to Martin Griffin who arranged the event.
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Muirkirk Golf  Club

The season has now reached the busy point of  the season with all match play com-
petitions reaching the semi-final stages. 

The results from the championship last 8;

C. Burns bt E. Sanderson 1hole 
S. Angus bt D. Murphy  5&4
T. Keddie bt I. Girvan  20th Hole 
C. Menzies bt B. McFadden 7&6 

Semi final 

C. Burns v S. Angus
T. Keddie v C. Menzies 

On Saturday 2nd July we had our annual captains day competition which was really 
well attended with several old captains returning for the day. The winning team was 
past captain I. Girvan, B. Neil D. McCulloch and C. Hamilton. 

The following Saturday 9th July we welcomed John Frame and his guests from the 
Coachhouse Inn, who played the Robert Bradford Memorial Trophy. The format 
was 2 golfers / 2 non golfers and we played 9 holes. The winning team was B. Mc-
Fadden, D. Byrne, J. Lennox and B. McLatchie. 

The club would like to thank the Coachhouse Inn for choosing the course to play 
and we hope to welcome them back in the upcoming season. 

Saturday 16th July we had our annual Open Texas Scramble, sponsored by the 
Coachhouse Inn. Again the competition was well attended and the winning team 
was D. Murphy, C. Burns and Z. Kane. 

The club would like to thank the Coachhouse Inn for sponsoring this event. The pub 
have been great in backing the club with sponsorship and we really appreciate this 

Saturday 5th August Invitation Day sponsored by St Thomas’s Hall. This event was 
won by 1st E. Sanderson & K. Sanderson, 2nd J. Renwick & J. Hargreaves  The club 
would like to thank St Thomas’s Hall for their continued sponsorship of  this trophy, 
the club are very grateful for the backing St Thomas’s provide us with along with the 
professional running of  our annual dinner dance at the end of  the season. To the 
committee of  St Thomas’s thank you very much. 

The round of  the month was by Iain Girvan who shot a scratch 70 to win the Ayr-
shire Precision Engineering Trophy. 

On Saturday 2nd September we have our annual Open. 
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St Thomas’ Hall

The Hall has had a busy Summer season, but as we move into the Autumn as well 
as our usual program of  Sunday breakfasts and lunches, our main event will be The 
Italian Night Dinner / Dance on Saturday 23rd September with our 3 course Italian 
Themed meal.

It’s also time to arrange Fundraising events which will support the elderly Christmas 
Party planned for Tuesday 5th December.  Please support these events for an eagerly 
awaited annual event.

All Hall events will be advertised locally as well as in the Muirkirk News.

Thanks, 

George Brady

661377

MUIRKIRK	GOLF	CLUB
AYRSHIRE	PRECISION	ENGINEERING	CUP

08/07/2017	(Stroke	Play Gross H/cp Ne9
1st	 Iain	Girvan 70 9 61
2nd Craig	Menzies 76 9 67
3rd Robert	Kane 86 18 68
4th David	Murphy 79 10 69
5th Stewart	Murphy 94 24 70

Entry	19,	CSS	67
LADESIDE	CUP

16/07/2017	(Stroke	Play) Gross H/cp Ne9
1st	 Robert	Kane 83 18 65
2nd David	Murphy 80 10 70
3rd Murray	Pringle 89 19 70
4th Craig	Menzies 81 9 72
5th Andrew	Young 94 21 73

Entry	10,		CSS	68
SPRINGHILL	CUP

22/07/2017	(Stroke	Play) Gross H/cp Ne9
1st	 David	Murphy 78 10 68
2nd John	Jackson 89 19 70
3rd Brian	McFadden 85 15 70
4th Stewart	Murphy 95 24 71
5th Graeme	Walker 86 14 72

Entry	18,		CSS	68

COMPETITION	RESULTS
DENISE	BROWN	TROPHY

14/05/2017	(Stableford) H/cp Points
1st	 Iain	Girvan 8 38
2nd Colin	Park 23 37
3rd Murray	Pringle 19 37
4th Brian	McFadden 15 37
5th Shaun	Mullen 22 32

Entry	20,		CSS	68	(36	Points)
AUGUST	MEDAL

12/08/2017	(Stroke	Play) Gross H/cp Ne9
1st	 Robert	Kane 85 18 67
2nd Alex	Patrick 81 12 69
3rd Craig	Menzies 79 9 70
4th Andrew	Young 91 21 70
5th Kevin	Durkin 91 20 71

Entry	21,	CSS	68	
J.	&	E.	HIGGINS	TROPHY	(Over	50's	only)

13/08/2017	(Stroke	Play) Gross H/cp Ne9
1st	 Craig	Menzies 78 9 69
2nd John	Jackson 91 19 72
3rd Robert	Kane 89 17 72
4th Murray	Pringle 92 19 73
5th Graeme	Walker 87 14 73

Entry12,	CSS	70

1
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Update from SMRT on Restoration Operations
Together with East Ayrshire Council and stakeholders, the Scottish Mines Restoration Trust 
(SMRT) has been continuing to progress revised restoration plans at Ponesk / Spireslack and 
Powharnal. The Trust is delighted to once again update the community via this newsletter 
and welcomes further input on future plans.

Mines Restoration Ltd. (MRL), the operational arm of  the Scottish Mines Restoration Trust 
(SMRT), is pleased to confirm that permission for the revised Powharnal Restoration Scheme 
has been granted by East Ayrshire Council following an extensive consultation period. Lo-
cated to the west of  Muirkirk, SMRT has been heavily engaged on the Powharnal site. 

As readers may be aware, the scheme takes into account a revised landform together with 
public access and ecological issues, the latter in support of  a government initiative to ensure 
that obligations in respect of  the Muirkirk & North Lowther Special Protection Area (SPA) 
are met. 

Works are now progressing as planned – both on site and on adjacent moorlands – and the 
community can expect to see the revised landform emerge over the next two to three years. 
With that in mind, East Ayrshire Council will shortly convene a Community Liaison Com-
mittee Meeting under the terms of  the planning permission and further detail of  the works 
program will be presented.

Similarly, work under contract to Banks Mining at Ponesk has been progressing well and 
the revised landform is now substantially complete, with soiling and drainage operations on-
going. We are advised that work – including muck shifting on the eastern side of  Ponesk Burn, 
and soil and compost mix being spread – is around 70 per cent complete and is on schedule 
for overall completion within the contract program. 

Discussions have also taken place with Banks Mining with a view to undertaking key engi-
neering works and landscaping on Spireslack to the east of  Glenbuck. None of  the works will 
affect the heritage of  Glenbuck, with that being addressed by SMRT under a separate scheme 
which is being developed with SMRT and potential Heritage Lottery input. 

SMRT has also reached agreement regarding the felling of  Grasshill Forest and that is due to 
commence later this year. As part of  that process, woodland re-stocking will take place over a 
wider and more diverse footprint, seeking to establish mixed commercial and amenity plant-
ings. Details of  that scheme will be formalised shortly and discussed at a Community Liaison 
Meeting to be called by East Ayrshire Council.

Professor Russel Griggs, Chair of  both SMRT and MRL, said: “I am encouraged by the 
progress that is being made and look forward to further liaison with the local community as 
these schemes at Ponesk, Spireslack, Powharnal and Dalfad undergo further development and 
implementation.

“Our objective continues to be to engage meaningfully with the stakeholders involved in the 
restoration process and to work closely in collaboration with them to find solutions to the sites’ 
varying challenges and opportunities. 

“Success is dependent on the strength of  those relationships as we seek a pragmatic and in-
novative approach to restoration – and we are seeing significant goodwill from all community 
groups, landowners, private sector and Government as we progress towards that aim.”



COACH HOUSE INN
SPECIAL EVENT

Saturday 26th August – Hypnotist, 2pm-4pm
Tickets £7 - All proceeds to go towards old folks Christmas Party

Saturday 26th August - Cover Story @ 7pm
Saturday 2nd Sept. - JFK @ 9pm
Saturday 16th Sept. - Los Perros @ 9pm
Saturday 30th Sept. - Don Sobel & Cocker for a Cockeroke @ 9pm

February 2017 
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For all your fencing 
& decking needs!! 

FOR A FREE QUOTATION 
CALL CRAIG BURNS ON 

07920 425 892 
REPAIR WORK ALSO 

CARRIED OUT 

Lots of customers are happy to recommend Craig, here in 
Muirkirk and the local area. See Facebook: FSC Fencing & 
Decking for their comments on his work. 

Tel: 07811 025559 

1 Smallburn Road, Muirkirk, KA18 3RF 
davidmcmillan2000@yahoo.co.uk  

 

You fixed my boiler when two other firms 
failed to identify the real problem. Excellent 
service & price. Happy to recommend you.  

SM, Muirkirk 

I thought I’d need a new boiler but you sorted 
it out in no time. My house is lovely & warm 

for the winter. Can’t thank you enough. 

RW, Muirkirk 

What are you waiting for? Don’t get 
caught out in the cold 

Advice is always free 



HIGHHOUSE
CHIP SHOP

Telephone:
01290 420 456

www.highhousecafe.co.uk

OPENING HOURS
Wed 4.30pm till 8.00pm

Thu, Fri, Sat 4.30pm till 9pm
Sun 4.30pm till 8pm

  Muirkirk News 
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YIPWORLD 
So far, the sessions have been well attended with typically 10 children 
coming along each week. Also, the kids that attend are between 10-13 years 
old. 

After some discussions, we have agreed to make this youth group for 
children in the transition years at school. Therefore, the youth group will 
still be running on a Monday night from 6pm - 7pm and it will be available 
for children between the ages of 10-14. We are hoping to receive some 
funding for this youth group in the near future as it would enable us to 
extend the duration to 2 hours each week. 

Also, I would really like to thank the Muirkirk News for its support with 
promoting this youth group. 

Have you been trained ? 

For specialist plant & machinery training call 

Dalgliesh Training Services Ltd 

 

David Dalgliesh 

69A Glaisnock St, Cumnock, KA18 1BX 

01290 421110 

www.dts-scotland.co.uk 

   Ayrshire Hospice Lunch 
Thursday 31st August 

St Thomas’ Hall 
11.30 – 2.30pm 

£4.50 
 

Ayrshire Hospice Christmas 
cards and Calendars on 

sale! 
 

01290 421100 - 07715 397 328
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Nearly New Shop

If  you haven’t been in to the shop for a while come in and take a look at the new 
fittings, which allows us to show more items for sale.

We have various size curtains, duvet sets, tea towels, tablecloths, pram covers etc. 
Coffee tables, TV tables and a computer desk.  A babies pram, car seats and other 
items for the new arrival.  

A large range of  pictures and mirrors and kitchen items as well as books CDs, DVDs 
and toys.

Clothes and shoes for men, shirts from only £1 jackets £5.  Ladies tops £2, jeans 
£2, shoes £3-£5, a selection of  dresses and hats and a beautiful wedding dress with 
beaded bodice and detachable train.

Children’s t-shirts and baby items only 50p each, trousers £1 and dresses up to £3. 
We also have some school clothes in good condition or new.

Come in for a look and a chat.

Open Monday, Tuesday and Friday 10am to 3pm and Saturday 10am to 1pm.

Muirkirk Woman’s Institute

The first meeting of  the new session will be held in the new Community Wing 
on Tuesday 12th September at 7.30pm.  The speaker that evening will be Mr Ian 
Thomson who will talk about his time with the Royalty.  Competitions are;  1 – Fa-
vourite Brooch, 2 – Jar of  Jam.

We look forward to seeing our members on that night.  All ladies in the village and 
surrounding areas will be made very welcome to come along and join the “rural” on 
the 2nd Tuesday of  each month from September to April, to listen to the speakers or 
watch demonstrations.  Of  course, where ladies are concerned there is always a cup 
of  tea and this group is no exception.  Before the close of  the evening a cup of  tea 
and a piece of  baking is always provided.

For any lady thinking of  joining why not come along on the 12th September and 
find out what our group is all about before deciding if  it is for you.  Competitions are 
always advertised but are not compulsory – so don’t let that put you off!
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MUIRKIRK COMMUNITY COUNCIL

AGENDA

MEETING OF MUIRKIRK COMMUNITY COUNCIL TO BE HELD ON 
MONDAY 4th SEPTEMBER AT 7pm IN COMMUNITY ROOMS, BURNS 
AVENUE.

BUSINESS

1. WELCOME AND APOLOGIES

2. MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING

2.1 MATTERS ARISING

3.  REPORTS

3.1 POLICE

3.2 LOCAL COUNCILLORS

3.3 OTHER GROUPS

4.PLANNING

5.  TREASURERS REPORT

6. CORRESPONDENCE

7. MUIRKIRK NEWS

8. KAMES DISASTER ANNIVERSARY

9. WINDFARMS UPDATE

10. LIBRARY/ GAMES HALL UPDATE

11. INPUT FROM PUBLIC

12. A.O.C.B.

13. DATE OF NEXT MEETING

Kerr & Smith would like to support community projects within 
Muirkirk,  for further information contact news@muirkirk.org.uk.



‘IMAGES OF MUIRKIRK’ 
‘IMAGES’

HEALTH, BEAUTY AND GIFTS
61 MAIN STREET, MUIRKIRK KA18 3QR

TEL: 01290 661500

WHAT’S NEW: IN GIFTS: NEW RANGE OF MISS DEE JEWELLERY, ROSE 
GOLD & SILVER FASHION JEWELLERY. NEW RANGE OF ORNAMENTS, 

SILVER AND GOLD LARGE LANTERNS, LED, WHITE, PYRAMID ETC. 
BUDDHAS, FACE SCULPTURE, GIRAFFES, BLACK AND WHITE 

ORNAMENTS, OWLS, DOGS, WORD LIGHT UP PLAQUES, VASES AND 
MUCH MORE

BEAUTY: PRECISION EYEBROWS, THREADING, WAXING, EYELASH 
CURLING - ALL BEAUTY TREATMENTS AVAILABLE BY FULLY QUALIFIED 

THERAPIST.
BOOK EARLY TO SAVE DISAPPOINTMENT, SPACES ARE GOING FAST.

GIFT VOUCHERS AVAILABLE
OPENING TIMES - TUES & THURS   9am- 8pm

WEDS & SAT       9am - 1pm
FRIDAY            9am - 5pm

Tel for appointments - 01290 661500

 

 
        urban 
                               hair   beauty 
                                                   & training academy 
  
                                                                                    UNIT 24 HIGHHOUSE  
                                                            BARONY ROAD AUCHINLECK 
                                                                              KA182LL 
 
                                                         TEL: 01290 425 911 
                                                             -01290 250 265 

                                                           
 

Prime Cuts Cumnock 
Butchers 

 
 Quality meats at 

competitive prices. We 
take great pride in our 

family butchers, 
providing the public 

with guaranteed 100% 
quality beef, lamb and 

pork. 
 

Townhead Street 
Cumnock 

01290 519097 
 

10%  off  if  you  bring  in  this  in  
advert, Tuesday and Wednesday

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

2 FOR 1 
Glasses from £69* 

Terms and conditions apply. Ask instore for details. 
 

AUCHINLECK 
 169 Main Street, KA18 2BA  

Tel: 01290 420029 
 

CUMNOCK  
44 Townhead Street, KA18 1LD 

Tel: 01290 518082 
 

www.firstsightopticians.co.uk 

 



TELEPHONE 01290 661 813
OPEN MON-SAT: 6am-9pm

SUNDAY: 7.30am-9pm

Thank you very much for your custom and support. We welcome old 
and new customers alike. 

SOME OF OUR OFFERS :
Milk; 2L milk £1.00, 1L 89p, 1pt 55p,
Bread; Mothers Pride†£1, Hovis pan £1, Warburtons med toastie £1.20, 18 pack 
12 pack kitchen roll £2.99, Vodka; 1L Smirnoff†£18.99, 1L Glens £14.99, 70cl 
Glens £9.99, 70cl Glens Platinum £12.99,
1L Grouse £18.99, 1L White & Mackay £18.99, 1L Bells £18.99, 1L Morgans 
†£18.99,  75cl Buckfast †£5.70, LOTS OF £1 ITEMS AND SPECIAL OFFERS 
IN STORE. A WIDE RANGE OF HOUSEHOLD GOODS AND MUCH 
MUCH MORE.

Alexander Muir
Funeral Directors

Family Run Business - Est. 1938
24 hr service covering All Areas

Funeral Plans available
No Deposit Required

Telephone: 
01290 338248

9 Mossmark, New Cumnock
8 Afton Brigend, New Cumnock

NATIONAL INDEPENDENT 
FUNERAL DIRECTORS

 

Allyson’s 
Flowers for all occasions 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Contact via Facebook,  
phone or call in 

 

01290 426 300  
07767 274 852 

 

210 Main Street, Auchinleck 
KA18 2AY 
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Shop To Let

Shop to Let (40 square metres), 32 Main Street, Muirkirk
Telephone: John Millar – 07826 259 298

Bereavement

Margaret Grant Mackin (Nee Bulloch)

Formerly of  Muirkirk, Died peacefully at Dr Grey’s Hospital, Elgin on Thursday 
20th July, aged 76 years.

Much loved Wife of  David Mackin, Mother & Grandmother of  all the family.

David & Family would like to thank everyone for their Cards and Letters.  Thanks 
also to those who attended the funeral. It was very much appreciated by all of  us at 
this sad time.
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MUIRKIRK COMMUNITY COUNCIL

Meeting held on Tuesday 6th June 2017 in St. Thomas’s hall.

PRESENT: David McLatchie, Tom Bark, Judith Linton, Kathleen Hignett, David Agnew, 
Harry Murray, John Dempster,  Ludovic Dunlop, Cheryl Hynd, Declan Crews, Jim Higgins, 
William Kirk, Gordon McGuire, David Norman snr, David Norman jnr, Sylvia McGlynn, 
Nan Beck, John Gray, Robert Smith, Billy Park, Irene Park, PC Ian Harvey, cllr Claire Leitch, 
cllr Jim Roberts, cllr Neil McGhee.

APOLOGIES:  Robert Bark,

The minutes of  the previous meeting were read and proposed by J Dempster and seconded 
by T Bark.

MATTERS ARISING: Muirkirk News is looking for competitive prices for printing. Doctors 
still awaiting BT. Fence at new entrance of  school is to be extended.

POLICE REPORT: No offences reported.

COUNCILLORS : Work at school on target. A site visit to Ponesk showed great improve-
ments on site. River Ayr walk is problematic. South Ayrshire are not maintaining their side of  
walk. Building warrants applied for on 11th May for Day Centre changes. Work will be out 
for tender. Lapraik festival very well attended. Waste management calendars no longer being 
printed by EAC. Available online. This is not acceptable due to a large number in Muirkirk 
not online.

MEG : Police Scotland have given reg number of  car which damaged wall, W Kirk had to 
contact again to get insurance details. New signs up at Garan House.

TREASURERS REPORT: Printing costs for Muirkirk News was £422.23. (May issue)

Balance is £1849.69

CORRESPONDENCE: Has been forwarded to all councillors.

PLANNING: A parade is scheduled for 12th August.

MUIRKIRK NEWS: NHS were unable to print again. Assurance given that the June issue 
will be ok to print. Still looking for letters to be included in issues. After August issue printing 
numbers will be reduced. A separate sheet will be included in June and August issues to get 
new numbers for hard copies. The news is available online at the moment.

LIBRARY/ GAMES HALL UPDATE: Games Hall will remain open after August with lim-
ited opening hours until Day Centre is completed . Still looking for volunteers.

KAMES DISASTER: No further update- propose holding service in Heritage Park then St 
Thomas’s hall for teas.

DOCTOR’S UPDATE: Meeting with NHS to address issues. We need to ensure all support 
is given to practice.



August 2017

21

INPUT FROM PUBLIC: Seating at cemetery and other areas badly need painted. J Roberts 
said this was in hand. Seats at top of  Furnace Road need replaced. The replacement railings 
at school are not permanently secured. Planting of  bulbs to be arranged for later in year at the 
three entrances to the village. Church is interested in helping with this project.

A.O.C.B. Gaiety Theatre rural touring group meeting on Thursday 8th June. They are visit-
ing a number of  villages in Ayrshire.

Central Bar is up for auction with planning permission. Rear areas in a dangerous state. No 
response from owners of  Trotters. Building standards to inspect building this week.

Photos of  rubbish sent to EAC. It was cleared up.

Litter pick to be arranged later.

Classic car show in August- need to get organisations involved.

Japanese Knotweed – this issue was raised last Autumn. EA woodlands informed that treat-
ment can only be done in May or September, EAC needs to attend to this urgently.

EAC grass cutters leaving a mess on pathways .

NEXT MEETING TUESDAY 8th AUGUST 2017 AT 7pm in ST THOMAS’ HALL

T Johnstone 
& Son

Pagan Walk
Muirkirk

Tel 01290 661376
Now available in store NVEE 
Vaporiser starter pack £11.99

All E Liquids £2.99 each
Members of Shop Local

Groceries, Newspapers, lottery 
and pet foods

Follow our Facebook 
page: T Johnstone & 

Son

Sports Quiz answers

1.  Jackie Stewart
2.  Jim Clark
3.  David Wilkie
4.  Alan Well
5.  Steven Hendry
6.  Sandy Lyle
7.  East Stirling
8.  Dumfermline and Hibs
9.  Richard Gough who signed from 

Tottenham Hotspur for £1.1 mil-
lion 1987

10.  Frank and Eddie Gray, who played 
for Leeds United

How did you do?
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Newsletter

The next date for submission of  articles for the September newsletter is Tuesday 
19th September 2017. Please send any correspondence to news@muirkirk.org.
uk

We will be glad to accept any letters for inclusion into the news, please supply your 
name and address on correspondence (address’ will not be printed).  We would also 
be happy to receive photos & recipes for inclusion into the news.

Muirkirk News is available free of  charge to all households within the village and 
outlaying areas. 

Muirkirk News Advertising

Classified Adverts - £5
¼ page - £10
½ page - £20
Full page – £40
Full page (back cover) - £60
Full page (inside front & back cover) - £40
We require all adverts to be submitted electronically.  
Please submit all adverts to news@muirkirk.org.uk 
Please visit our new website - http://muirkirk.org.uk
Muirkirk News is available online at http://muirkirk.org.uk/newsletter

IMPORTANT NUMBERS
 Ambulance   01292 265061
Police    101
NHS 24   111
East Ayrshire Council   01563 576000
Social work standby  0800 811505
The Samaritans  01563 531313
Womens’ Aid   01290 423434
Doctor’s surgery  01290 661286
Chemist   01290 661280
Help To Hear    01563 6399000
Sensory Impaired Support Group  01292 266 791
Ayr Hospital   01292 610555
Crosshouse Hospital  01563 521133

IN AN EMERGENCY DIAL 999

MEET  
Are you involved in a voluntary organisation?  

Or considering a project that would require funding?  
Or needing some advice on volunteering? 

THE 

FUNDERS  
 Gain advice and information from the Charities Regulator. 
 Find out what local support is available from the CVO East  
 Ayrshire, Volunteer Centre East Ayrshire & Vibrant Communities. 
 An opportunity to network with other organisations. 
 Talk face to face with national, regional and local funders. 

A partnership between: 

Confirmed so far:  
 

Historic Scotland 
Creative Scotland 

Foundation Scotland 
Tudor Trust 

LTSB Foundation for Scotland 
Postcode Trust 

TESCO Bags of Help 
Big Lottery 

CVO East Ayrshire 
Volunteer Centre East Ayrshire 

EAC Vibrant Communities 
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